Waiting and Watching
wrote to say that her eldest boy. Lord March, was coming
out to join the army in the Peninsula, he seems to have looked
upon him as a special charge, made careful arrangements for
his journey and was never too busy to let the parents know
of their son's welfare.
Pray let the Duke of Richmond know how we are situated here
[he is writing a few months after the young man's arrival]. March is
very well ... I have made him one of my secretaries, in order that I
may give him something more to do, and that he may learn more of
what is going on, and acquire habits of attending to business. He is
really the finest and best disposed fellow I ever saw,'11
Towards the end of July a series of skirmishes with the
enemy outposts were taking place, culminating in the combat
of the Coa, in which the British were driven back with heavy
losses. This contretemps was caused by General Craufurd's *
disobedience to Lord Wellington's orders. Yet in spite of
this we find the latter generously omitting to censure. " . . .
If I am to be hanged for it,** he observed to his brother
William, " I cannot accuse a man who I believe has meant
well, and whose error is one of judgement, and not of
intention . . ."*
The fall of Almeida, a Portuguese frontier fortress, on
August 27th was the next piece of bad fortune which fell to
the Allies.
This event stirred up the Portuguese Government, and
they wrote to Lord Wellington expressing the hope that the
unpleasant impression it had made upon the public might be
speedily dispelled by some decisive success of the Allied
armies.
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. VII, p. 2..
*/Kt, Vol. VI,p.5<>3*
* Robert Craufurd, Brigadier-General, 1764-1812. Sir Charles
Napier observes of him: " At one time he was all fire and intelligence,
a master-spirit in war; at another, as if possessed by the demon, he
would madly rush from Hunder to blunder, raging in folly : the demon
was strong at this period . . ." [July, 1810]. Life of Sir Charles
Napier, Vol. I, p. 131.
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